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from a modest beginning in the form of a little shrew like nocturnal insect eating ancestor that lived
200 million years ago mammals evolved into the huge variety of different kinds of animals we see
today many species are still small and follow the lifestyle of the ancestor but others have adapted
to become large grazers and browsers like the antelopes cattle rhinos and elephants or the lions
hyaenas and wolves that prey upon them yet others evolved to be specialist termite eaters able to
dig into the hardest mounds or tunnel creating burrowers and a few took to the skies as gliders and
the bats many live partly in the water such as otters beavers and hippos while whales and dugongs
remain permanently in the seas incapable of ever emerging onto land in this very short introduction
t s kemp explains how it is a tenfold increase in metabolic rate endothermy or warm bloodedness
that lies behind the high levels of activity and the relatively huge brain associated with complex
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adaptable behaviour that epitomizes mammals he describes the remarkable fossil record revealing
how  and  when  the  mammals  gained  their  characteristics  and  the  tortuous  course  of  their
subsequent evolution during which many bizarre forms such as sabre toothed cats and 30 tonne 6
m high browsers arose and disappeared describing the wonderful  adaptations that  mammals
evolved to suit their varied modes of life he also looks at those of the mainly arboreal primates that
culminated ultimately in homo sapiens about the series the very short introductions series from
oxford university press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area these pocket sized
books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly our expert authors combine facts
analysis perspective new ideas and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly
readable

this very short introduction chronicles the trends and traditions of modern latin american literature
arguing that latin american literature developed as a continent wide phenomenon not just an
assemblage of national literatures in moments of political crisis with the spanish american war
came modernismo the end of world war i and the mexican revolution produced the avant garde
and the cuban revolution sparked a movement in the novel that came to be known as the boom
within this narrative the author covers all of the major writers of latin american literature from
andrés bello and josé maría de heredia through borges and garcía márquez to fernando vallejo
and roberto bolaño

measurement is a fundamental concept that underpins almost every aspect of the modern world it
is central to the sciences social sciences medicine and economics but it affects everyday life we
measure everything from the distance of far off galaxies to the temperature of the air levels of risk
political majorities taxes blood pressure iq and weight the history of measurement goes back to the
ancient world and its story has been one of gradual standardization today there are different types
of measurement levels of accuracy and systems of units applied in different contexts measurement
involves  notions  of  variability  accuracy  reliability  and  error  and  challenges  such  as  the
measurement of extreme values in this very short introduction david hand explains the common
mathematical framework underlying all measurement the main approaches to measurement and
the  challenges  involved  following  a  brief  historical  account  of  measurement  he  discusses
measurement as used in the physical sciences and engineering the life sciences and medicine the
social and behavioural sciences economics business and public policy about the series the very
short introductions series from oxford university press contains hundreds of titles in almost every
subject area these pocket sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly
our  expert  authors  combine  facts  analysis  perspective  new ideas  and  enthusiasm to  make
interesting and challenging topics highly readable

introduces  the  conclusions  of  recent  scholarship  and  research  into  theatrical  conditions
conventions and concepts in the time of shakespeare the book begins with a discussion of the
origins of early modern english drama and of the theatres that were built for it attitudes to theatre
and to players and what audiences expected of both are explored in the contexts of the constraints
of the acting space and the political culture the book then looks at the structure and dynamics of
the theatrical  companies before concluding with a discussion of  the genres of  plays and the
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expectations of them that people including writers held appendices list brief details of the major
dramatists of the time and summarise the main historical and dramatic events

agriculture one of the oldest human occupations is practised all over the world using techniques
ranging  from  the  profoundly  traditional  to  the  most  scientifically  advanced  without  it  we  would
starve  yet  how  many  of  us  understand  what  is  happening  in  the  fields  that  we  see  as  we  drive
through the countryside how often do we think about the origins of the food in our trolley in this
very short introduction paul brassley and richard soffe explain what farmers do and why they do it
beginning with the most basic resource the soil they show why it is important and how farmers can
increase its productivity before turning to the plants and animals that grow on it and tracing the
connections between their biology and the various ways in which farmers work with them the
authors conclude by looking at some of the controversial issues facing contemporary agriculture its
sustainability its impact on wildlife and landscape issues of animal welfare and the affect of climate
change  and  the  development  of  genetically  modified  organisms  on  farmers  about  the  series  the
very short introductions series from oxford university press contains hundreds of titles in almost
every subject area these pocket sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject
quickly our expert authors combine facts analysis perspective new ideas and enthusiasm to make
interesting and challenging topics highly readable

microeconomics individuals choices of where to live and work how much to save what to buy and
firms  decisions  about  location  hiring  firing  and  investment  involves  issues  that  concern  us  on  a
daily basis but when people think about economics they tend to place importance on the bigger
picture macroeconomics including issues such as unemployment inflation and the competitiveness
of nations in this very short introduction avinash dixit argues that the microeconomy has a large
impact on the economic world arguably as much as the issues of macroeconomics dixit steers a
clear path through the huge number of issues related to microeconomics explaining what happens
when things go well as well as showing how they fail why that happens and what can be done
about it using real life examples from around the world using the minimum of mathematics and
including simple graphs he provides insights into economics from psychology and sociology to
explain economic behaviour and rational choice an ideal introduction for anyone interested in
business and economics about the series the very short introductions series from oxford university
press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area these pocket sized books are the
perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly our expert authors combine facts analysis
perspective new ideas and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable
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