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this volume is motivated by three concerns first is the belief that the issue of political gerrymander will play a significant although

far from dominant role in redistricting litigation in the 1990s and thereafter in the 1980s the legislative and or congressional

redistricting plans of all but a handful of states were subject to lawsuits grofman 1985a many of these lawsuits involved the issue

of racial vote dilution grofman migalski and noviello 1985 in the 1980s hundreds of local jurisdictions that used at large or

multimember district elections had their electoral system chal

since the nation s founding the strategic manipulation of congressional districts has influenced american politics and public policy

state  legislatures  are  tasked  with  drawing  state  and  federal  districts  and  administering  election  law  among  many  other

responsibilities yet state legislatures are themselves gerrymandered this book examines how why and with what consequences

drawing on an original  dataset of ninety five state legislative maps from before and after 2011 redistricting identifying the

institutional political and geographic determinants of gerrymandering the authors find that republican gerrymandering increased

dramatically after the 2011 redistricting and bias was most extreme in states with racial segregation where republicans drew the

maps this bias has had long term consequences for instance states with the most extreme republican gerrymandering were more

likely to pass laws that restricted voting rights and undermined public health and they were less likely to respond to covid 19 the

authors examine the implications for american democracy and for the balance of power between federal and state government they

also offer empirically grounded recommendations for reform

for nearly as long as there have been electoral districts in america politicians have gerrymandered those districts though the practice
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has changed over time the public reaction to it has remained the same gerrymandering is reviled there is of course good reason for

that sentiment gerrymandering is intended to maximize the number of legislative seats for one party as such it is an attempt to gain

what appears to be an unfair advantage in elections nevertheless gerrymandering is not well understood by most people and this

lack of understanding leads to a false sense that there are easy solutions to this complex problem gerrymandering the politics of

redistricting in the united states unpacks the complicated process of gerrymandering reflecting upon the normative issues to which it

gives rise tracing the history of partisan gerrymandering from its nineteenth century roots to the present day the book explains its

legal  status  and  implementation  its  consequences  and  possible  options  for  reform  the  result  is  a  balanced  analysis  of

gerrymandering that acknowledges its troubling aspects while recognizing that as long as district boundaries have to be drawn there

is no perfect way to do so

the voting rights act of 1965 which originally was intended to prohibit barriers to black registration and voting has been hailed as a

triumph for civil rights and as a catalyst for the election of minorities to public office in both the deep south and the urban north to

advance its objective federal courts instructed many cities to change from at large to single member district electoral systems as a

way to ensure that minorities had a reasonable chance to elect representatives of their choice in the first book to critique the

implementation of this landmark legislation in a major american city ruth morgan examines its effect on local governance over forty

years in dallas and shows that it had unintended consequences for racial politics representation and public policy breaking from

studies that measure the success of the vra in terms of increased minority representation morgan assesses the consequences of

the act for dallas city government and for the wider interests of minorities as well while endorsing the original intent of the vra

morgan believes that this intent was subverted by subsequent amendments to the act and by the courts attempts to advance the

political standing of particular minority groups she argues that court imposed single member districts have created in dallas a city

council infected with parochialism and careerism a result of members no longer having to compromise to win citywide votes and
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have had an adverse impact on governmental effectiveness and voter turnout with corruption and cronyism now rampant voting

rights legislation and litigation have ultimately failed to fulfill the hopes and aspirations of the unempowered and the district system

has created an incentive for continued racial separation governance by decree offers a pointed assessment of the complexities and

contradictions produced by the voting rights law while at the same time calling for the federal judiciary to exercise restraint in

imposing its will when it lacks the capacity to make choices that are inherently political morgan s powerfully argued case study

should inspire much debate and inform forthcoming congressional deliberations over the renewal of the preclearance section of the

vra in 2007
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In the world of digital literature, burstiness

is not just about variety but also the joy

of discovery. How To Gerrymander A

Political Map For Beginners excels in this

interplay of discoveries. Regular updates

ensure that the content landscape is
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work. We actively discourage the

distribution of copyrighted material

without proper authorization.

Quality: Each eBook in our selection is

carefully vetted to ensure a high standard

of quality. We aim for your reading

experience to be satisfying and free of

formatting issues.

Variety: We regularly update our library to

bring you the newest releases, timeless

classics, and hidden gems across genres.

There's always an item new to discover.

Community Engagement: We value our

community of readers. Connect with us on

social media, share your favorite reads,

and participate in a growing community

committed about literature.

Regardless of whether you're a passionate

reader, a student seeking study materials,

or an individual venturing into the realm

of eBooks for the first time,
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